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Anniversary Offering
2 Cor. 4:13-15

Our text for todays message is recorded for us in 2 Corinthians 4:13-15.
13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. (ESV)
P: This is the Word of the Lord: 

Dear Fellow Redeemed,
Did you know that even that little salutation, “Dear Fellow Redeemed” is important. In fact it speaks to the foundation of all we seek to do as individuals and a church body.  
The mission of the church has as its foundation the truth that God, our Savior would have “all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4).  And furthermore works on the premise that “And He (Jesus) Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world” (1John 2:2). 
Paul believed this and therefore he spoke. He proclaimed God’s grace in Christ Jesus with amazing patience and love for the lost, reflecting a love for those for whom our Savior died. If we believe thus, how can we not help but speak of this, the Christian Faith as we consider,  

Giving Thanks for Our Faith, Our Missions, Our Joy in Christ.

I. Our Faith, what does it involve?
	It certainly starts here in God’s written and spoken Word.  Without it the Holy Spirit would not have the means to work.  But all blessings spiritual and temporal flow from here.
But God’s Word also proclaims condemnation. That part of God’s word that we know as the law states it clearly, “The soul that sins must die.”  This would certainly be tragic if it were the end of the story.  Yet in order to truly understand God and to know who we are and to whom we are bound starts at Genesis 1:1. These simple words lay the foundation: “Bereshit bara Elohim et hashamayim ve’et ha’arets.” “In the Beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
These words reveal who we are and where we come from. They are the first words denied and often the last to be believed. But to say, “In the Beginning God” and believe it reveals that we are immediately accountability to Him, who made us and sustains us.
Faced with the undeniable reality of our own mortality -our own death -  we know it is true, “It is appointed to man to die once, but after this the judgment.” Heb. 9:27 Once again, this condemnation of the law, is to awaken us spiritually, to remind us of this accountability as we learn that “By the law is the knowledge of sin.” V. 20
But this guilt is not meant to drive us to despair - except of our own righteous. It enables us to see our sin and seeks to lead us to repentance (sorrow over sin/belief in forgiveness).  
	King David, who as a youth was a man after God’s heart, fell deeply into sin. He committed adultery with another man’s wife. He attempted to cover up his sin. Yet the Lord brought David to repentance as he pointed out his sin through Nathan, the Lord’s prophet. The prophet then reveals David’s sin by means of a parable. In it he showed how deeply a man had sinned, actually representing David. David himself condemned the man saying, “As the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die.”  It was then that Nathan revealed the truth, “You are the man!” As David repents, Nathan immediately declares God’s mercy, based on the promised Savior. Even David, guilty of adultery and even murder was forgiven, even though the tragedy of his actions caused much hardship. (Context: 2 Samuel 12:1-15).
There is no doubt that the accusing finger of the law declares, “You are the man!” It is only as we come to God for His mercy in Christ, that we find forgiveness.  We find that ‘as we confess our sin, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’(1 John 1:9)
	Who is this merciful and gracious God?  It is the Lord your God, the maker of heaven and earth. 

What has He done to redeem me? Luther’s Catechism is straight to the point and true, 
I believe that Jesus Christ is true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary; and that He is my Lord, Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood, and with His inno­cent suffering and death; in order that I might be His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness; even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.

First, Jesus came to be holy and without sin for us.  He then took that holy life and laid that holy life down as a sacrifice for sin.  He died in our place.  You were - We are  -  redeemed.
This is your faith, your redemption.  It is what we believe, teach and confess. We can face death itself knowing that God will raise us up with Jesus. And as our text states, “He will bring those in Christ together with us.” This promise is to you and to your neighbor - the one in the pew next to you, those with whom you work. All those who are in Christ have this promise, 
*“With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence.” V. 14

Paul states in our text, “we also believe, and therefore speak.” He is applying these words to himself.  It is no different for you and I.  We believe, therefore we speak.  We believe that God by his grace has given us new spiritual life and in Christ will be raised to eternal life. In fact, as Paul states, “With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak.” 

Trans: And it is thus in joy that we are privileged to let the light of this faith and the pure Gospel to shine.

II. Missions: Do you know how you are doing this?
Sharing this faith doesn't just happen by itself. Yes, there is a certain level of spontaneity to speaking, that’s clearly implied. It is also reflected in our lives. Yet we also know that included in the great commission are two mission strategies or methods. 
The first of these is the one we are most used to - the come strategy. We come together to hear God’s Word and ask others to come with us, our family, our friends, and perhaps our neighbors. In this place, we hear and share the Gospel, which is the power of God unto salvation.
But we also seek to use the “go” strategy.  It happens when we share the Gospel with others not in our walls.  It continues when you call and commission missionaries to take the Gospel to far away cities, or support workers in far away lands.
Granted, financially we oft times struggle to just “take care of things at home.”  We apply most of our local resources to support the ministry here, in your own congregation. Praise the Lord and thank you for your generosity.
But still, you do much more than you realize as a congregation when you join in supporting missions - you help support 7 sister congregations in our own land (Home). When you join together in support of Gospel outreach you also help serve 10’s of thousands in seven (7) world missions. 
This is but a taste of the blessings our gifts have helped to bring to our missions and seminary. Rejoicing in this, our faith, our missions, we reflect briefly on our Joy. 

III.  Our Joy 	I think you too sense the joy of knowing that our Lord is working through us to spread the Gospel. Paul makes this clear in our text when he says, 
· 15 “For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.”
· 
Needless to say our JOY is being fulfilled ALSO IN YOU.  You as a congregation continue to proclaim the Good News of salvation to those in your community. You stand as a witness to that Gospel and have not waivered in your support of the Gospel here.  
It is also a joy to see what is happening in our wider church family.  Not only the Anniversary Thank Offering, but here at home as well. One generous individual, who continues to work in order to support her church and our missions wrote,“For as long as I’m able, I’m pleased to share God’s blessings to me with the ELS. The message of sin, forgiveness, and eternal life are so essential . . . really the only reason for a congregation or church body to exist... How can I fail to support those efforts.”
I can’t speak for you, but I know I feel the joy. I also see the responsibility and privilege we have in sharing the Gospel. That would not have been possible except that Martin Luther, 499 years ago, took a stand on the Word of God alone. We also remember that our synodical forefathers took a stand 98 years ago to preserve the Reformation.  How can we not help but be thankful? 
The reality: We can’t. As we consider God’s blessing of grace to us and to others, our joy and thanksgiving lead us to give glory to God. We so believe and therefore we speak as we remember our faith, our Missions, our joy. Our impulse is then to give, in thanksgiving, and yes in honor of Him who saved us. To the glory of his name. Amen.
