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LUTHER FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
“We should certainly be impressed by these beautiful 

comparisons and pictures, and such winsome and 
comforting words [about the shepherd who rejoices in 
finding his lost sheep, and the woman who delights in 
finding her lost coin], so that from them we may learn to 
find comfort when a bad conscience and our sins accuse us. 
For we humans are all sinners and there isn’t a one whom 
the devil hasn’t frightened into the wilderness, nor anyone 
who after his baptism hasn’t gone astray like a lost sheep 
and thus sinned against his God. Where there is sin, there 
the person is terrified before God. It is sin’s nature to 
produce a frightened, discouraged spirit, troubled by 
disgrace and punishment. So, human reasoning, as well as 
the Law’s teaching, forces the conclusion that God is at 
enmity with sinners. A heart that knows itself to be guilty 
naturally feels fright, turns from grace, and anticipates 
punishment. But at this point is where power lies, that we, 
against our hearts and consciences, join with Christ to say, I 
am a poor sinner, that I will not deny; however, I will not for 
that reason despair, as though God did not want me, 
because my Lord Jesus Christ says that a poor sinner is just 
like a little sheep that has lost its shepherd and gone astray. 
Christ will not let such an erring sheep be lost, but will look 
for it and carry it back to the other sheep. That is attestation 
that because of sin he is not about to throw us out, but will 
rather, with all perseverance, endeavor to rescue us from sin 
and restore us again to grace. Moreover, he declares that he 
himself, along with the angels in heaven, will rejoice when 
sinners come to repentance and are converted” (1533 
Sermon for the Third Sunday after Trinity).
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You may find the “Prayers for Worship” on page 40 
helpful for your preparation for the Divine Service.  

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION 
* Indicates the congregation may stand. 

1. The Opening Prayer p. 41 

*2. The Entrance Hymn 
#426- Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

*3. The Confession of Sin  p. 41  
 Non-Communion - Form I  |  Communion - Form II 

*4. The Kyrie Eleison p. 42-43 

*5. The Absolution p. 43   
 Non-Communion - Form I  |  Communion - Form II 

*6. The Gloria in Excelsis Deo p. 44-45 

*7. The Salutation & *8. The Collect of the Day p. 45 
Let us pray: O God, the Protector of all who trust in You, without 

whom nothing is strong and nothing is holy: Increase and multiply 
upon us Your mercy, that with You as our Ruler and Guide, we may 
so pass through the things temporal that we finally lose not the 
things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. ♪  C: Amen. 

II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

9. The Lesson: Micah 7:18–20 
Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over 

transgression for the remnant of His inheritance? He does not retain 
His anger forever, because He delights in steadfast love. He will 
again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities underfoot. 
You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. You will show 
faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham, as You have 
sworn to our fathers from the days of old.(ESV) 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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(If communion is not served, the conclusion of the  
Service shall continue in the hymnary on page 57.) 

*20. The Collect p. 58  Form III 

*21. The Benediction p. 59 

22. The Closing Hymn  
#416 - Blest Is the Man, Forever Blest 

23. The Closing Prayer p. 59 

Catechism Review p. 32 
 1st Article 

✠ The Light of Christ goes with us into the world   ✠ 
 to shine through our vocations.
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III. THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Those who commune today have informed the pastors prior to the service. If  you are 
not a Lutheran in our fellowship (ELS/WELS) and would like to commune with 
us in the future, please speak with one of  the pastors. 

22. The Exhortation p. 52 

*19. The Preface p. 50 & *20. Proper Preface p. 51 
The appropriate Seasonal Preface can be found on pages 74-75. 

*21. The Sanctus p. 51f & *23. The Lord’s Prayer p. 53 

*24. The Words of Institution p. 54 & *25. The Agnus Dei p. 55 

26. The Distribution & Hymns & 27. The Dismissal p. 56 
#316-317 - Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 

*29. The Collect of Thanksgiving p. 56 

*30. The Benediction p. 56 - 57 

31. The Closing Hymn 
#416 - Blest Is the Man, Forever Blest 

32. The Closing Prayer p. 57 

Catechism Review p. 32 
 1st Article 

✠ The Light of Christ goes with us into the world   ✠ 
 to shine through our vocations. 

✠   ✠   ✠
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10. Gradual 
Cast your bur`den on the Lord,/ 

And He `shall sustain you. 
I will call upon God, and the `Lord shall save me./ 

He has redeemed `my soul in peace. 
I will love You, `O Lord, my Strength;/ 

The Lord is my Rock and my Fortress and my `Deliverer. 
Alleluia! Blessed be the Lord God `of our fathers:/ 

Praise Him and highly exalt Him forever. `Alleluia! 

11. The Epistle: 1 Peter 5:6–11 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 

that at the proper time He may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on 
Him, because He cares for you. 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, 
firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 

And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, 
who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To Him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.(ESV) 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

*12. The Holy Gospel: St. Luke 15:1–10 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear 

[Jesus]. And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This 
Man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

So He told them this parable: “What man of you, having a 
hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he 
finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 
his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my 
sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 

“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, 
does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until 
she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls together her friends 
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and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin 
that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.”(ESV) 

P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
! C: God be praised for His glad tidings. 

Non-Communion:  *13. The Apostles’ Creed p.46   
Communion:   *13. The Nicene Creed p. 47 

14. The Chief Hymn 
#415- I Trust, O Christ, in You Alone 

Stanzas 1-2 
15. The Sermon: St. Luke 15:1–10 
Rev. Steven Sparley 

“Who Is Found in Jesus’ Presence?”  
The Chief Hymn 

#415- I Trust, O Christ, in You Alone 
Stanza 3 

*16. The Prayer of the Church p. 48-49 

*17. The Apostolic Benediction p. 49 

18. The Offering & The Offering Hymn 
We give Thee but Thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

May we Thy bounties thus 
As stewards true receive 
And gladly as Thou blessest us, 
To Thee our firstfruits give! (#445, stz. 1 & 2) 
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When Communion is served, turn to page 6. 

When Communion is not served, turn to page 7. 


