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LUTHER FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

“Therefore, when a Christian suffers injustice at the 
hands of his neighbor, he should say, I see a splinter in his 
eye, but if I look into the mirror, I see in my own eyes planks 
large enough to build several hog troughs.... No, it cannot be 
true that the speck in my neighbor’s eye is greater than all 
those planks in my eyes. I’ve committed a thousand more 
sins than he has.... 

“We must take to heart this friendly lesson and lovely 
parable which our dear Lord Christ here uses to teach us. 
You see, what happens is this: Our Lord God graciously 
forgives our many sins and is resolved to forget our big 
beam, but we do the exact opposite. Isn’t that a totally 
inappropriate way to act? If we really think this through, we 
won’t be so hasty in judging our neighbor, but will say to 
him, Dear brother, may God who has overlooked my many 
planks, and has not only forgiven all my sins, but daily 
showers his grace on me by letting his sun shine, may he 
also forgive your splinter of sin. That is what it means to live 
like a Christian. And it you are intent on seeing your 
neighbor punished, then report the matter to father, mother, 
judge, magistrate, and so on. Let them adjudicate the matter, 
so that judgment is carried out by those who have been 
commanded to exercise judgment. Meanwhile, let your 
thought be: It’s merely a splinter, for which I forgive him; 
and for the sake of him who has forgiven me far greater 
beams I will help him in any way I can” (1532 Sermon for 
the Fourth Sunday after Trinity). 
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You may find the “Prayers for Worship” on page 40 
helpful for your preparation for the Divine Service.  

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION 
* Indicates the congregation may stand. 

1. The Opening Prayer p. 41 

*2. The Entrance Hymn 
#493- Before Thee, God, Who Knowest All 

*3. The Confession of Sin  p. 41  
 Non-Communion - Form I  |  Communion - Form II 

*4. The Kyrie Eleison p. 42-43 

*5. The Absolution p. 43   
 Non-Communion - Form I  |  Communion - Form II 

*6. The Gloria in Excelsis Deo p. 44-45 

*7. The Salutation & *8. The Collect of the Day p. 45 
Let us pray: Grant, O Lord, we beseech You, that the course of 

this world may be so peaceably ordered by Your direction that Your 
Church may joyfully serve You in all godly quietness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  ♪  C: Amen. 

II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

9. The Lesson: Isaiah 58:6–12 
[Thus says the LORD:] “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose 

the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from 
your own flesh? Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and 
your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go 
before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you 
shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and He will say, 
‘Here I am.’ 
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(If communion is not served, the conclusion of the  
Service shall continue in the hymnary on page 57.) 

*20. The Collect p. 58  Form III 

*21. The Benediction p. 59 

22. The Closing Hymn  
#420-Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

23. The Closing Prayer p. 59 

Catechism Review  p. 32 
 2nd Article 

✠ The Light of Christ goes with us into the world   ✠ 
 to shine through our vocations.
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III. THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Those who commune today have informed the pastors prior to the service. If  you are 
not a Lutheran in our fellowship (ELS/WELS) and would like to commune with 
us in the future, please speak with one of  the pastors. 

22. The Exhortation p. 52 

*19. The Preface p. 50 & *20. Proper Preface p. 51 
The appropriate Seasonal Preface can be found on pages 74-75. 

*21. The Sanctus p. 51f & *23. The Lord’s Prayer p. 53 

*24. The Words of Institution p. 54 & *25. The Agnus Dei p. 55 

26. The Distribution & Hymns & 27. The Dismissal p. 56 
#312-Bread of the World 

#325-O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

*29. The Collect of Thanksgiving p. 56 

*30. The Benediction p. 56 - 57 

31. The Closing Hymn 
#420-Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

32. The Closing Prayer p. 57 

Catechism Review  p. 32 
 2nd Article

✠ The Light of Christ goes with us into the world   ✠ 
 to shine through our vocations. 

✠   ✠   ✠
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“If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the 
finger, and speaking wickedness, if you pour yourself out for the 
hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise 
in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. And the LORD 
will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places 
and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, 
like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. And your ancient 
ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many 
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer 
of streets to dwell in.”(ESV) 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

10. Gradual 
O Lord, provide atone`ment for our sins./ 

Why should the nations say, `“Where is their God?” 
Help us, O God of `our salvation,/ 

For the glory of Your Name `deliver us. 
You sat on the throne judging `in righteousness;/ 

Be a Refuge for the oppressed in `times of trouble. 
Alleluia! Blessed be the Lord God `of our fathers:/ 

Praise Him and highly exalt Him forever. `Alleluia! 

11. The Epistle: Romans 8:18–23 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 
For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 
Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. 

For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 
in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. (ESV) 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

*12. The Holy Gospel:St. Luke 6:36–42 
[Jesus said:] “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge 

not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 
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condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be 
given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use 
it will be measured back to you.” 

He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? 
Will they not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above his teacher, 
but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. 

“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do 
not notice the log that is in your own eye? How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when 
you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye.”(ESV) 

P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
! C: God be praised for His glad tidings. 

Non-Communion:  *13. The Apostles’ Creed p.46   
Communion:   *13. The Nicene Creed p. 47 

14. The Chief Hymn 
#418-How Fair the Church of Christ Shall Stand 

Stanzas 1, 3, 4 
15. The Sermon:St. Luke 6:36–42 
Rev. Steven Sparley 

“I Once Was Blind, But Now I See” 
The Chief Hymn 

#418-How Fair the Church of Christ Shall Stand 
Stanzas 6-7 

*16. The Prayer of the Church p. 48-49 

*17. The Apostolic Benediction p. 49 

18. The Offering & The Offering Hymn 
We give Thee but Thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
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May we Thy bounties thus 
As stewards true receive 
And gladly as Thou blessest us, 
To Thee our firstfruits give! (#445, stz. 1 & 2) 

When Communion is served, turn to page 6. 

When Communion is not served, turn to page 7. 


