
In Nomine Iesu 
 

Oculi - The Third Sunday in Lent 2024 
You cannot remain in neutral – Luke 11:14-28 

And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it 
was, when the demon had gone out, that the mute spoke; 
and the multitudes marveled. But some of them said, “He 
casts out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” 
Others, testing Him, sought from Him a sign from heaven. 
But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: “Every 
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and 
a house divided against a house falls. If Satan also is 
divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? 
Because you say I cast out demons by Beelzebub. And if I 
cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast 
them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if I cast 
out demons with the finger of God, surely the kingdom of 
God has come upon you. When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. But when a 
stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he 
takes from him all his armor in which he trusted, and 
divides his spoils. He who is not with Me is against Me, and 
he who does not gather with Me scatters. “When an unclean 
spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, 
seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my 
house from which I came.’ And when he comes, he finds it 
swept and put in order. Then he goes and takes with him 
seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter 
and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than 
the first.” And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a 
certain woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to 
Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts 
which nursed You!”  But He said, “More than that, blessed 



are those who hear the word of God and keep it.” 
 
Grace be to you and peace from God the Father and from 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the One stronger than 
Satan. Dear fellow redeemed in Christ, 
 
When someone first tries to drive a vehicle with a standard 
transmission it can be a humbling experience. Let the clutch 
out, the engine kills. The helpful instructor says, “give it 
more gas.” If you haven’t killed the engine by the time the 
clutch is fully out, you are suddenly going too fast. So you 
brake; the engine kills. The only safe thing to do, it seems, 
is to leave it in neutral. But you don’t go anywhere when 
you leave it in neutral. It is much easier with an automatic 
transmission. But life isn’t that way.   

I 
The Bible speaks about things many people don’t want to 
hear about, or even think about. The subject of the gospel 
for this Sunday is one such. We don’t want to think about 
the reality of evil, the reality of Satan. But the kingdom of 
Satan is real. It is, in fact, as the Scriptures teach in many 
places, the kingdom into which we all were born. It is the 
kingdom into which our parents were born, and their 
parents, and theirs, all the way back to the children of our 
first parents, who fell for Satan’s lies in Eden and, so, came 
under his dominion together with all their children. 
 
Jesus, in speaking to the people of His day, described a 
world divided in two. But we instinctively do not want to 
believe Him. People think when it comes to God that they 
can leave it in neutral. They reason: You can be an open 
and unrepentant sinner, and be in the kingdom of the devil. 
Or you can leave things in neutral, put off pushing the 



clutch in, moving the stick into position, and letting the 
clutch out. Dear friends, here you have to trust the 
instructor. You have to let the clutch out, and give it a little 
gas.  
 
Jesus, our teacher, tells us there is no neutral. There is either 
the kingdom of God or the kingdom of Satan. That is the 
hard-edged reality of what Jesus says. There is no free will 
in this. You are either bound to God or bound to Satan. You 
are born into Satan’s kingdom by virtue of your sinful 
inheritance. You are re-born into God’s kingdom through 
water and the Spirit, as Jesus informed the confused and 
unhappy Nicodemus on that night he came to speak to 
Jesus. You are either dead in your sins, or you are born 
again, made alive again, by the working of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Two weeks ago we heard about the temptation of Jesus in 
the wilderness. There Jesus showed us the power of God’s 
word over Satan and telling him to be gone. The word 
forced Satan to leave. We see that same power on display 
today in the words of St. Luke. Jesus is casting out a 
demon. The demon must leave, for the Son of God is 
speaking. He speaks the word of God, so the demon must, 
however reluctantly, obey. 
 
What was the reaction of those who saw this miracle of 
Jesus’ power over the forces of evil? Many denounced Him 
as an ally of the devil! They certainly did not consider 
themselves in league with the devil, but at the same time 
wanted nothing to do with Jesus. They hated Him for 
saying such uncomfortable things, so much so that they 
couldn’t see the good He did. They judged what He did as 
proof of His illegitimacy, false teaching. They did not want 



to hear that leaving things in neutral is dangerous! That 
safety is found only in listening to Him, doing what He 
says.  
 
So Jesus asks, following their logic: “If Satan is divided 
against himself, how will his kingdom stand?” How can any 
kingdom remain when torn by civil war, disunity, and in-
fighting? Satan does not fight against himself, but always 
works to strengthen his kingdom. Besides, Jesus says, your 
own sons cast out demons. Are you going to say the same 
about them when they cast out demons? Of course not, they 
are our sons, no more evil or in league with the devil than 
we are. We are not for Satan! We are just against Jesus. No 
matter what He does, we oppose Him, because we don’t 
like the choice He is putting before us. We like neutral. We 
don’t want to listen, to trust Him. We fear His admonition 
to put our lives into gear. We fear losing control. 

II 
There is no more sure sign of the kingdom of Satan than 
opposition to Jesus and His Word. Wherever God’s pure 
Word is preached and rejected, there Satan’s kingdom 
thrives. Wherever God’s pure Word is twisted and taught 
falsely, there Satan rules, even if we don’t realize it. 
Wherever God’s pure Word is mocked, ignored, ridiculed, 
persecuted, there Satan has a hold on people, and he will 
not let go without a fight. 
 
Satan knows his time is short. He knows that he lost his war 
against God when Jesus said, “It is finished.” He knows 
Christ’s reign as King was established then and there, and 
his own kingdom finished. Death itself was put to death. 
However, and this is so important, what Satan knows and 
what people know are two different things. Satan’s only 



hope is to keep people in the dark so that they will never 
come to know that he is defeated and they have in fact been 
freed from sin, death, and his terrible power. He knows the 
power of the gospel. So, he wants people to believe that 
leaving things in neutral is so much safer, without their 
realizing that in doing so he is chauffeuring them 
comfortably into everlasting darkness. 
 
How does he keep people there in their thinking? He 
attacks. He distorts. He tries to hide the Word that alone 
brings light, truth, and salvation. That is why we should not 
be surprised at what is going on all around us and within us. 
It is like King David’s struggle with the terrors of death: 
“When the waves of death surrounded me, The floods of 
ungodliness made me afraid. The sorrows of sheol 
surrounded me; the snares of death confronted me.” With 
these words David was describing the life of the Christian 
who deals with the deceptions and lies Satan uses to keep 
us away from the knowledge of the complete victory of 
Jesus Christ over death. He wants us to be afraid, uncertain, 
or convinced that neutrality really is best. But St. Paul 
warns us of these tricks of Satan: “Let no one deceive you 
with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of 
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not 
be partakers with them.” St. Paul is saying: Do not leave 
things in neutral. 
 
We are caught in the middle of the war between God and 
Satan, between the rule of the one and the rule of the other. 
That war should be evident to the Christian. You’ve been 
told many times. You’ve been told Satan wants you for his 
kingdom, just as he wanted Peter on the night in which our 
Lord was betrayed. He will do whatever he can to get you: 



lure, tempt, coerce, depress, confuse, scare you out of the 
kingdom of God. He will use your desires, your 
weaknesses, your preferences, your friends, your family, 
anything, any leverage he can find to pry you out of the grip 
of Him whose hands bear the print of the nails. He will say, 
“pull to the side of the road, put your car in neutral, close 
your eyes and relax. Don’t worry. Leave it to me.” 
 
Martin Luther, preaching on this text in 1532, said: “When 
a person whom the devil has greatly overwhelmed and 
seared with many accusations comes to me with heavy 
heart and troubled conscience seeking comfort and 
instruction, I have the mandate, as does every Christian, to 
comfort my brother and pronounce God’s grace, for 
Christ’s sake, upon him. The devil must yield, not to me, a 
poor and wretched sinner, but to the word that the Lord 
Christ has left us upon earth. When your conscience is 
weak and terrified, and you are unable to grasp tightly 
enough the comfort that God graciously wants you to have, 
the forgiveness of sins, then know that Christ has given the 
Lord’s Supper, His true body and blood to eat and to drink, 
so that you have no reason further to doubt that His body 
was given for your sins and His blood poured out for your 
transgressions. Where such faith and trust are present, it is 
impossible for the devil to dwell and hold sway.” 
(Hauspostille I, 331) 

+++ 
You cannot be neutral in the battle between the kingdom of 
God and the kingdom of Satan. Safety is found only in 
God’s kingdom, where His grace and mercy are given us in 
word and sacrament. There our King gives peace to fearful, 
guilty, hopeless, beaten-down humanity. There He delivers 
from the misery of Satan’s kingdom. There forgiveness, 



life, and salvation are not promised, but signed, sealed, and 
delivered. There people are born again, born from above, as 
Jesus told the amazed Nicodemus. There faith listens to the 
voice of the instructor, to put it in gear and give it a little 
gas, trust in the forgiveness purchased and won by Him. He 
knows the way through sin and death to life everlasting. 
He’ll guide your hand and eye. The journey will be safer 
than you can imagine, and the end far more glorious even 
than that. Blessed indeed are those who hear the word of 
God and keep it, treasuring its truth, beauty, and peace in 
their hearts. Amen. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 


