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In Jesus” name. Amen.
People loved and remembered by God:

While Noah yet floated on the top of the flood waters, we read:

But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark.
And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided.Genesis 8:1
While Lot was stalling as the angels tried to usher him and his family out of Sodom, we read:
God remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow
when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived.Genesis 19:29

Now, we know that the Lord is omniscient; He knows all things.
He is not human that He forgets things; He did not forget Noah or Abraham.
Instead what we see in this expression of God “remembering”, is God now acting for their salvation.
For Noabh, the flood started to abate.
For Abraham, Lot was sent out from Sodom before it was destroyed.
So when in the Gradual for today, we pray:
Remember Your congregation, which You purchased of old, Psalm72:4
we are really praying that He would act again for our salvation;
that He would not remember our sins, which His Son has already paid for by His death,
but that He would forgive and comfort us, and strengthen our faith to believe this.
And God does remember us, and He has made provision for our steadfastness in the faith
during these gray and latter days of this world.

In the appointed Gospel for today, Jesus foretells the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD (40 yrs)
and, at the same time, warns us today against the false christs and false prophets and false signs
which the devil would use to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
We read a few selected verses as a reminder of our text.

As follows in Jesus’ name:
[Jesus said:] “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel,
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the

mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, and let the one who is in the field not turn back to

take his cloak. And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! Pray that your flight may not be in
winter or on a Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never
will be. And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.

“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!” or “There He is!” do not believe it. For false
christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if
possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand.

“So, if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the wilderness,” do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, He is in
the inner rooms,” do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the
west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will
gather.” (ESV)

This is Your Word, heavenly Father; sanctify us in the truth, Your Word is Truth. Amen- (John17:17)

Jesus spoke these words to His disciples during Holy Week, the days before His crucifixion.
He knew He was going to suffer and die and so He was continuing to teach them,
to prepare them for the days and years ahead when He would not be among them in the same way.



Did you notice though, that editorial comment from St. Matthew, “Let the reader understand.”
As he recorded Jesus” words, St. Matthew wrote this to the preachers, who read the Gospel in church,
especially to those Christians in Judea and Jerusalem.
St. Matthew is indicating to the pastors that they needed to refresh themselves on the book of Daniel,
especially on this “abomination of desolation” which would be a sign for them.

The reason for that refresher was so that he would be better able to warn his hearers
about what Jesus had warned them against— the coming destruction of Jerusalem.
And it is clear that the Christians did take heed to this instruction because
when Rome came and destroyed Jerusalem,
not only did the Christians escape the horrors of the Roman siege, having fled from the city earlier,
but they also escaped the atrocities that the Jews did to themselves before Rome took the city.

Jesus remembered His people and helped them get through those difficult days,
even as He Himself was on His path to suffer and die for their redemption.
But He wasn’t only concerned about those who would live 40 years after His death.
The Lord remembered you as well, and so He not only spoke the words of our text to His disciples,
but He also had St. Matthew record them so that you too might be instructed about the days to come.

Obviously, we are not waiting for Jerusalem’s destruction, since that has already been accomplished,
(and just as Jesus said it would),
but our attention should turn to His further warnings about the false christs, prophets, and signs.
How many people have been led astray because they did not remember Jesus” warnings given here?
... because their readers (their pastors) were themselves false prophets,
claiming that they knew when Jesus’ final return would be?
People have been led to sell all their possessions, to give up on their vocations,
to be ready for Christ’s imminent return, only to find their jobs gone, savings run off with,
and to be left with a false teacher who still wants to insist he is true.
Even today, great swaths of Christianity (especially in America) are deceived about the end times,
thinking that Jesus will return subtly and rapture His people out of this world
and all the rest will be left behind for a period of time.

And yet, what does the Lord clearly say about His return?
... “concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son,
but the Father only.” Matthew 24:36
So anyone who says they can figure it by their calculations, would call Jesus a liar.
Jesus also says that His return will not be done in secret.
He will not come quietly to take some and leave others, while the earth yet endures.
You will not need to look for Him out in the wilderness or in an inner room,
but when He comes, it will be as obvious as when lightening lights up the entire sky, from E to W.
You will not be able to ignore or escape His coming, whether you want to or not.

And there will certainly be those who want to escape from Him:
those false christs & prophets who have not taken heed of His words & who have misled His people.
those people who have been led away or have wandered away from the true Christ so far
that they fear His return, because they do not remember Him and His salvation.



When they think of Jesus return in glory, they only remember the condemnation of evil,
and fear for their eternal lives.

Those who did not call upon the name of Jesus in this life will want to escape from Him, too...
those who did not know, who did not seek for Him;
those who did know and outright rejected His salvation for themselves;
those who knew Him and yet neglected Him, despising preaching and His Word & sacraments,
the very ways that the Lord comes to us and causes us,
not only to remember His grace, but also to receive and believe His salvation.

Just as the pastors and God’s people were to understand Jesus” warnings about Jerusalem’s destruction,
so Jesus is calling us to understand His warnings about the destruction of this present world.
The false christs, false teachers, and false signs/wonders are a sign in themselves to help us remember.
You can think of them as the vultures visible up above and circling around something that is dying.
When you see and hear them, more and more, you know this world is coming to an end.

And as you see and remember these things, you are to be ready to leave at a moment’s notice...
not to be so caught up in this world that you would desire to remain with your worldly treasures.
In other words, we are not to be like Lot’s wife who looked back longingly at Sodom,Genesis 19:26
for, as He said in another place, where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.Matthew 6:21

Instead, you are to look for Jesus where He may be found so that you may stand on the last day.
On the last day, we will not need to look for Him... we won’t be able to ignore or hide from Him.
But until that day, you will find Him where He has told you to find Him, in His Word and Sacraments.

In His Word, you will hear Him preparing you for His final coming,
warning you to examine yourself and to repent of those things that draw your heart and mind
away from your Lord, Jesus Christ and thus away from your salvation.
And you will hear Him causing you to remember His grace and forgiving your sins. ..
How, like in the reading from Isaiah, He has engraved you on the palms of [His] hands.
(Isn’t that just a wonderful image of Christ’s crucifixion and death.
Just like you might write a note on your hand to keep you mindful of it and not forget it,
so the nail imprints in Christ’s crucified and risen body still keep you ever on His mind,
never forgetting, but always acting for your salvation.)

And from that act of redemption, with His blood shed upon the cross,
He tells us to look for Him in Holy Baptism,
where you have been crucified with Him, your sin & evil lusts drowned in that flood of forgiveness,
and where you have been raised with Him to newness of life.
And again, He tells us to find Him in His holy Supper,
where He comes to you and gives Himself to you, His crucified and risen body and blood,
to forgive you for your past and strengthen you for your present and future...
to prepare you for the day you will stand before God and will be able to do so,
unafraid, comforted and confident of His mercy to you through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God! In Jesus” name. Amen. Soli Deo Gloria



