
In Nomine Iesu 
 

Septuagesima Sunday 
Matthew 19:27-30 – In the new creation what will you 

have? 
 
“Then Peter said in reply, ‘See, we have left everything 
and followed you. What then will we have?’ Jesus said to 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, in the new world, 
when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you 
who have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone 
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will 
receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 
But many who are first will be last, and the last first.’” 
 
Grace be to you and peace from God the Father and from 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, whose wisdom and 
mercy transcend every imagination of man. Dear fellow 
redeemed in Christ: 
 
Peter and the other disciples had just witnessed a young 
man speaking with Jesus about eternal life. When asked, 
he told Jesus that he’d kept all the commandments and 
asked what more must he do to have eternal life. Jesus 
replied, “‘If you would be perfect, go, sell, what you 
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.’ When the young man 
heard this, he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions.” (vv. 22-22) 

I 



Jesus turned to His disciples and said, “Truly, I say to you, 
only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” (v. 23) “With difficulty.” To which He adds 
this clarification, “Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle that for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.” (v. 24) I don’t know about 
you, but that sounds to me like something more than 
“with difficulty.” His words had the same effect on Peter 
and the others as on me, to the point where they asked, 
“Who then can be saved?” (v. 25) In other words, how is 
it possible. Here Jesus clarifies His words completely: 
“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.” (v. 26) So, let us say this with total clarity. It is 
not possible for man to enter the kingdom of heaven. It is 
impossible. Are we all clear on that? It is impossible. And 
that is, of course, why the rich young man walked away 
saddened. It is why Peter and the twelve were astonished 
and taken aback. It is why Peter, in contemplating what he 
has just heard, asked Jesus, “See, we have left everything 
and followed you. What then will we have?” (v. 27) You 
see, Peter could put two and two together, and so, he came 
up with four.  

 
Most people can count accurately. All you have to do to 
prove this to yourself is ask someone to take out a purse 
or wallet and then start talking about how much this or 
that thing you would like to sell them will cost. You will 
find that he or she can count very well. Peter here was 
simply looking at all the months that he and the twelve 
had already spent with Jesus and now was asking what 
they would have in the kingdom of heaven, what they had 



earned. Having heard the conversation with the young 
man, the dreadful answer seemed to him to be nothing. 
 
If the rich young man had kept all the commandments and 
then been told that he had still not earned the kingdom of 
heaven, what about Peter, who had learned very well in 
those previous months of following Jesus that he had not 
kept the commandments? What would he have? And he 
didn’t have the wealth of the young man to give as the 
good deed to make himself perfect. 

II 
Let’s go back to the beginning with the rich young man, 
whose first question to Jesus was: “Teacher, what good 
deed must I do to have eternal life?” (v. 16) Now you 
might say that he made his first mistake in asking what 
good deed would he have to do to have eternal life. But 
that was not his first mistake. His first mistake was 
coming to Jesus and thinking of Him as “teacher.” After 
all, what is a teacher? We should know here at Parkland 
where we have had a school for a 131 years. A teacher is 
one who helps a student learn how to do things he or she 
was unable to do before. And so we do here at Parkland. 
We pass our students along from grade to grade as they 
become more capable until we have exhausted our 
curriculum for them, after which we pass them along to 
high school. According to the young man, he had kept the 
commandments – all of them. What more could this 
teacher – any teacher! – teach him to do? 
 
And so, Jesus answers him according to what he is really 
asking, “If you would be perfect, go, sell, what you 
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 



heaven; and come, follow me.” Why is it that only with 
difficulty can any man enter the kingdom of heaven? In 
fact, why is it that the difficulty is so great that it is easier 
for a camel to get through the eye of a needle than a rich 
man, a man with everything to give in exchange for entry 
to the kingdom? Why is it impossible for any man to do 
this? We can answer that by going back to Jesus’ first 
sermon to His people on the mountain … and we will. But 
before we do, let’s ask something even simpler to answer. 
In fact, it is so simple that many, if not most, preachers 
miss it. Here is the question: What are the gospels, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all about? And as we ask 
the question, let’s recall what the word gospel really 
means. It means “good news,” that is, news that will not 
send you away saddened like the rich young man. 
 
What are the gospels all about? Jesus. Jesus the teacher? 
No. Jesus the example to follow? No. Jesus the one whose 
life we should imitate? No. Jesus the Son of Man and Son 
of God who came into the world to save sinners? To be 
our Savior? Why, yes! He is what they are all about. Do 
they tell us what He has done for us or what we should do 
for Him? Well, they tell us about what He has done for us. 
Did He come into the world bring us eternal life? Again, 
yes! That is what He Himself said … many times, over 
and over again. He even said that in doing this He was 
doing the will of the heavenly Father who sent Him into 
the world. He said again and again that He was doing all 
that Moses and the prophets foretold about Him and 
promised He would do … that He would do! Not we. 
That is the clear answer of all of the Scriptures Old and 
New. 



 
But there is another way to think about this: The way of 
the rich, young man, and all people who can count as well 
as he. Jesus told him very plainly what the other way was: 
“If you would be perfect, go, sell, what you possess and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow me.” In the sermon on the mount, the first 
recorded message of Jesus to His people, He covered this 
other way of thinking, the thinking of natural man, 
anyone who can count in a single sentence: “You must be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Mt 5:48) 

+++ 
And we know where the way of the rich young man leads 
as we watch him walk away from the Teacher saddened. 
The way of the rich young man leads to sorrow and then 
to death, it leads you to try to be your own Savior. But 
you were never encouraged to try that, never told to do 
that, not in the Old Testament or the New. The way of 
Jesus on the other hand leads to joy and eternal life as 
Peter and the all the rest who followed Jesus would come 
to know when Jesus rose from death on Easter morning. 
And what would he and all the rest have? In a word: 
Everything. With the resurrection, when the new creation 
in Christ Jesus began, they and you became part of the 
new creation in Christ Jesus, the new creation where 
death and sorrow have been swallowed up in victory, 
where the last have become first, where the poor in spirit 
have inherited – not earned! – the kingdom of heaven, 
where all our  many imperfections are covered by His 
perfect righteousness. If this seems impossible to you it is 
only because you, like all people, have a hard time 
holding onto the truth of the kingdom of heaven, that you 



do not know how to count in this kingdom, where two 
plus two does not equal four. No, here the Father does the 
counting; and He counts you perfect for the sake of His 
Son. So, stop counting, and just believe Jesus, who both 
knew and did the will of the Father in heaven, and the 
impossible becomes certain. Amen. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 


