
In Nomine Iesu 
 

The 2nd Last Sunday after Holy Trinity 2025 
Children need the Father’s wisdom – Matthew 11:25-30 

“At that time Jesus declared, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them 
to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.’”  
 
Grace be to you and peace from God the Father and from our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, who is the Father’s Son, our Savior, our Lord, and our dear Brother. 
Dear fellow redeemed in Christ. 
 
Once your child gets a little past infancy with all of its adjustments to life outside 
the womb, he or she seldom has any trouble sleeping - though there are exceptions. 
And you know how this goes. Children seem to have only two speeds, fast and off. 
They generally fall asleep easily and sleep soundly. We adults, on the other hand, 
often have trouble falling asleep and staying asleep. We think about, worry about, 
many things, some that we should and many that we shouldn’t, because we have 
trouble with thoughts of what we should have done and what we shouldn’t, and 
with matters of trust, especially trust in our heavenly Father’s promises. 

I 
As we consider our status before God in the light of His word, one of the things 
that we need to understand when we hear or read the Scriptures is that nothing in 
them is subject to any private or individual interpretation, just as the Apostle Peter 
said in the first chapter of his second letter (2 Peter 1:20) That is to say, the word 
of God is just what it says, the word of God, the word of our wise and gracious 
Father in heaven, whose children we are. It is meant to be heard and believed, not 
neglected, not ignored, not speculated about, not doubted, not argued with, not 
interpreted according to our own understanding. In a very real sense, it is similar to 
when an earthly father tells his son or daughter something important. He wants to 
be heard by the child – no matter how old the child! - and believed. He does not 
want to be ignored. He does not want to be argued with. He does not want the child 
to wonder about what he meant. He does not want the child to interpret his words 
according to their own preferences or understanding. 
 
Well, you might ask, what happens if the child truly does not understand what his 
or her father meant? OK, that’s a fair question. What should the child do? The 
answer to that is easy: Go back to your father and ask. “Dad, what did you mean 
when you told me about this or that? Please explain.” Rather than exasperate your 
children, as St. Paul admonishes you fathers not to do, explain. Explain patiently, 
clearly, more than once if need be. No earthly father should ever be angry that you 
return asking for clarity, neither will your Father who is in heaven. For He desires 
that you both turn to Him for wisdom and return to Him, again and again. 



 
But how do we do that in regard to the Holy Scriptures, the word of God? Well, 
let’s use the text before us today. Jesus says, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and 
revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.” What 
things? The things Jesus refers to come from the preceding verses, Matthew 11:1-
24, where Jesus related how some rejected the words of John the Baptizer, some 
the words that He the promised Messiah spoke to them face to face in the lakeside 
villages that that adjoined His home of Capernaum. These things concern the age-
old question of why some and not others believe and are saved. This question has 
captured the attention of the ‘wise and understanding’ for many centuries and, as 
we all know, remains unanswered to this day. For, you see, the truth is that the 
wise and the understanding of this world really are not wise in such things and the 
understanding do not at all understand. The Father, clearly, has hidden the answer 
from them and us … if we consider ourselves wise apart from Him. 

II 
On the other hand, when we simply listen to our Father, who so loved the world 
that He sent His only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life, we see and hear the Father for who His really is. For it is His Son, 
whom He so freely gave, who reveals the Father to us, as He said: 
 
“All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the 
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” Sometime later, as the disciples continued 
to follow Jesus to the end goal of His earthly ministry, His crucifixion in our place 
for our sins, He took them up onto a high mountain. There He was transfigured 
before them. That is, they were allowed to see His heavenly glory as the eternal 
Son of God when a still brighter cloud overshadowed Him. And a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 
(Matthew 17:4-5) Listen to Him. Listen to Him. 
 
Dear friends in Christ, here is the beginning, the realization of real wisdom, real 
understanding, not what the world considers wise and understanding, but what our 
all wise and gracious Father in heaven, the Creator of heaven and earth, considers 
wise. Listen to His Son. 
 
Jesus Christ, who is the eternal Son of God, the only One who knows the Father as 
He truly is, who has known Him from eternity, who came into the world to reveal 
the Father’s will and to do the Father’s will, says to us, “Come to me, all who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Listen to Him. 
 
Consider what it is that we do here at Parkland every Sunday in response to Jesus’ 
promise, “wherever two or three are gathered in My name, there am I in the midst 
of them.” We come here as the children of God, children of the heavenly Father. 
He through the ministry His beloved Son instituted and commanded after He rose 
from death, welcomes us into His presence with the sign of the cross on which His 
Son suffered and died to remove the guilt and penalty of our sins. Through the 



preached word and the sacraments, Jesus speaks words of peace and forgiveness to 
us. He speaks them to us gently, patiently as our Lord, our Savior, our dear Brother 
and Friend, who knows the Father and His will toward us in a way more profound 
than any elder brother who ever tried to explain his father’s will to any younger 
brother or sister. He explains Sunday after Sunday. 

+++ 
As we consider Judgment Day on this second to the last Sunday of the church year, 
listen to what Jesus Christ, the Son of God, tells you about the Father. He tells you 
to be at peace for your sins are forgiven for the sake of what He has done. He has, 
in other words, passed judgment on you, here and now, so that you might have 
peace. Listen to Him, for He will be your judge on Judgment Day, “Come to me, 
all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.” Today is in a very real sense judgment day. Jesus will say nothing 
different to you on the Last Day, Judgment Day than what He says to you today. 
For on that day He will say to you, “Come, you who are blessed by My Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” (Matthew 
25:34) Amen. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 

◼ S. R. Sparley 


