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Sermon Text: Genesis 41:37–43 (ESV) 

 
37 This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can 

we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since 

God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. 40 You shall be over 

my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne 

will I be greater than you.” 41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land 

of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph's hand, 

and clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. 43 And he made 

him ride in his second chariot. And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set 

him over all the land of Egypt. 

 

God Exalts You to Glory 

If anyone knows what it’s like to be humbled, it’s Joseph. After all, he was humbled 

multiple times. Joseph was the favorite child of Jacob, something that Jacob showed by making 

him a robe of many colors. However, Joseph’s brothers became so jealous of him that they sold 

him into slavery. Joseph became the slave of Potiphar, the captain of guard in Egypt, who, after 

seeing that “the LORD was with [Joseph] and that the LORD caused all that he did to succeed in 

his hands” (Genesis 39:3), Potiphar “made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all 

that he had” (Genesis 39:4). However, after Joseph refused to commit adultery with Potiphar’s 

wife, she accused him of trying to commit adultery with her, resulting in him getting thrown in 

prison. In prison, the LORD “gave [Joseph] favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the 

keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in the prison” (Genesis 

39:21–22). Joseph also interpreted the dreams of two other prisoners, and he asked one of the 

prisoners, whose dream revealed that he would be released from prison in three days and be 

restored to his former position as Pharaoh’s chief cupbearer, to remember him and mention him 

to Pharaoh so that he may also be released from prison. However, “the chief cupbearer did not 

remember Joseph, but forgot him” (Genesis 40:23). And so, Joseph remained in prison for two 

more years. 
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After hearing all this, you surely must agree that, if anyone knows what it’s like to be 

humbled, it’s Joseph. However, there is another man who knows what it’s like to be humbled, the 

God-man, Christ Jesus. What Jesus experienced in summed up in the apostle Paul’s letter to the 

Philippians, which says that Jesus, “though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 

with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born 

in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6–8). 

Unlike Joseph, Jesus willingly left his place of honor and humbled himself to become a 

slave. Throughout his life on earth, Jesus served his neighbors by performing such deeds as 

driving out demons, healing them of sicknesses and diseases, feeding them, and even washing 

their feet. By serving his neighbors, Jesus kept the law perfectly, which can be summed up with 

one word: love. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). 

You were also a slave. However, unlike Joseph and Jesus, you did not leave a place of 

honor to become a slave. You always were a slave from the moment you were conceived in your 

mother’s womb. You were a slave to sin. As Jesus says in the Gospel according to St. John, 

“everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.” (John 8:34). We all have sins that we find 

ourselves committing over and over again. Even as Christians, we still find ourselves giving in to 

our sinful desires, often times willingly, despite knowing better. As the apostle Paul says in his 

letter to the Romans, “I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I 

do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing” (Romans 7:18–19). 

But that is why Jesus willingly humbled himself. 
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By humbling himself to not only be a slave but also to die, Jesus took the punishment that 

we rightfully deserved for serving our sinful desires. He suffered and died as though he was the 

one who served his sinful desires instead of God, as if he was a prisoner worthy of death. As 

Jesus says in the gospel according to St. Luke, “For I tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled 

in me: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors.’ For what is written about me has its 

fulfillment” (Luke 22:37). As the apostle Paul also says in his second letter to the Corinthians, 

“For our sake [God] made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Because of Jesus’ humiliation, we are exalted, just 

as Joseph was exalted in our reading for today. 

After this roller coaster of highs and lows, Joseph was finally remembered by the chief 

cupbearer and was released from prison to interpret two dreams that Pharaoh had. Just as he did 

when Joseph interpreted the dreams of the two other prisoners, God revealed to Joseph what 

Pharaoh’s dreams meant. Joseph said to Pharaoh, “There will come seven years of great plenty 

throughout all the land of Egypt, but after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the 

plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the land, and the plenty 

will be unknown in the land by reason of the famine that will follow, for it will be very severe. 

And the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly 

bring it about” (Genesis 41:29–32). 

Joseph then gave Pharaoh advice for how to survive the seven year famine, saying, “Now 

therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. Let 

Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land 

of Egypt during the seven plentiful years. And let them gather all the food of these good years 

that are coming and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let 
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them keep it. That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are 

to occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine” (Genesis 

41:33–36). This is the proposal that “pleased Pharaoh and all his servants” (verse 37), as we hear 

at the beginning of our reading for today. In fact, Joseph pleased Pharaoh so much that he was 

the man whom Pharaoh set over the land of Egypt, saying to him, “Since God has shown you all 

this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. You shall be over my house, and all my 

people shall order themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than 

you” (verses 39–40). Whereas Joseph had previously been humbled to that of a slave, he had 

now been exalted to have authority over all of Egypt. 

The same is true of Jesus. As the apostle says in his letter to the Philippians, “Therefore 

God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9–11). 

God the Father exalted Jesus so that his human nature, which, during his humiliation, did not 

have full access to the power and authority of his divine nature, now had full access to it. As 

Jesus says in the gospel according to St. Matthew, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me” (Matthew 28:18). 

You have also been exalted. Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, you have been set free 

from your sin. As the apostle Paul says in his letter to the Romans, “We know that our old self 

was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 

would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin” (Romans 

6:6–7). But how do you take advantage of this freedom that Jesus won for you? Through the 

waters of Holy Baptism. As the apostle Paul also says in his letter to the Romans, “We 
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were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). 

Through the waters of baptism, you are sealed as a child of God and share in the glory that Jesus 

won by his death and resurrection. Therefore, it is as if you died and rose along with Jesus, which 

also means that you are now exalted along with him and that you one day will share in the glory 

of heaven when God calls you home to be with him. 

God does not exalt you to glory because of anything that you do because there is nothing 

that you can do to exalt yourself. However, just like how Joseph was exalted by Pharaoh because 

God was with him, we are exalted because God is with us. Jesus, who was exalted from his state 

of humiliation and now has authority over all things, not just as God but also as man, is with you. 

Therefore, God the Father exalts you to glory for Jesus’ sake, who set you free from the slavery 

of sin that you may join him in his glory. 


