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Sexagesima Sunday 2026 
The sure promise of the only God – Exodus 3:1-20 

“Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of 
Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of 
the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not 
consumed. And Moses said, ‘I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is 
not burned.’ When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of 
the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then he said, ‘Do not come 
near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.’ And he said, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at 
God. 

Then the Lord said, ‘I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in 
Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 
and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring 
them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites. And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come 
to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 
Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of 
Israel, out of Egypt.’ But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh 
and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?’ He said, ‘But I will be with you, and 
this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people 
out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.’ 

Then Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 
“The God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?” 
what shall I say to them?’ God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’ And he said, ‘Say this 
to the people of Israel: “I am has sent me to you.”’ God also said to Moses, ‘Say this 
to the people of Israel: “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name forever, 
and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. Go and gather the elders 
of Israel together and say to them, “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I have observed you 
and what has been done to you in Egypt, and I promise that I will bring you up out of 
the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.” And 
they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of 
Egypt and say to him, “The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and now, 
please let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to 
the Lord our God.” But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless 
compelled by a mighty hand. So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all 
the wonders that I will do in it; after that he will let you go.’” 

+++ 
Moses turned aside from tending his father-in-law’s sheep to look more carefully at 
something that had caught his attention … what was it? A volcano violently erupting? 
A gigantic all-consuming wildfire? A raging electrical storm? No. He turned aside to 
look more closely at a fire burning within a bush – not very spectacular. But what 



kept his attention is that the fire did not consume the bush. Then he heard a voice - 
not a thunderous, deafening voice - but simply a voice from it calling his name and 
telling him that the ground near the bush was sacred. Dear friends when you entered 
the doors of the sanctuary this morning, you stepped onto sacred ground. It is sacred 
because here the word of God is proclaimed, in it God calls out to all who will hear 
that He is the true and living God, who is to be believed and trusted. To be sure, He 
speaks with the thunder of the law, condemning all sin and all who sin, but even more 
importantly, He speaks with the gentle voice of gospel, saying to all, “Come to me all 
you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28ff.) 
 
Let us consider this morning what God said to Moses from the burning bush about 
Himself and about His people Israel, and what it means for us.  

I 
Concerning God, Moses asked, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 
‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 
what shall I say to them?” God answered, “I am who I am.” A better translation of 
those words would be, “I AM is who I am.” That this is what God meant becomes 
very clear in what follows, when He said to Moses, “Say this to the people of 
Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” That is a pretty unusual name. In fact, it is not 
exactly a name at all. When God first said to Moses, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” He was speaking to him in 
a way that he, and probably all of Israel, could understand. They surely knew their 
family history, surely knew that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, also known as 
Israel, had led them to Egypt years ago when there was famine in the land of Canaan. 
But did they know the name of their God. Evidently not. Why? 
 
We have to remember that Moses had lived in Egypt all his life. He and his people, 
Israel, saw depictions of Egypt’s gods all around them. Each image was associated 
with a particular god; and each god had a name. There were at least 2000 gods in the 
Egyptian religion! Clearly, they each would need a name to distinguish them one 
from the other! Sadly, God’s people living in the midst of all this may well have 
known more about Egyptian religion, about this or that Egyptian god, than they did of 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! They had been conditioned by 400 years of 
living in an Egyptian culture, 200 hundred years in Egyptian-dominated Canaan and 
then another 200 in Egypt proper. They were more than likely as confused as people 
in America are today about God and religion. That is why Moses asked a question he 
knew his people would ask, and it may well be that he himself also wanted to know. 
 
It must have been a surprise to Moses to hear God’s answer from the burning bush. “I 
AM.” No name. Just I AM. I AM, because unlike the many gods of Egypt, the God 
who called to Moses from the burning bush really did exist. He didn’t need a name, 
because there are no other gods He needed to be distinguished from. He is God, the 
Creator of the world, the God Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob knew and trusted, because 
there were no others. What is more, unlike the other gods to whom the Egyptians 
prayed and whom they worshiped, this God heard His people cries for help in their 
bondage and misery, saw their oppression, and, most important, remembered what He 
had promised them through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

II 
God’s people in Egypt were descendants of Jacob, Abraham’s grandson. Jacob was 
not, as we know Him from the Scriptures, of the most stellar moral character. He was, 



to say it mildly, less than a perfect man. And his twelve sons, as he himself described 
them in the last chapters of Genesis were as flawed as he was. They were most 
definitely chips off the old block. Not surprisingly, their descendants were very much 
like them. This comes out especially in the forty years of wandering in the wilderness 
after they left Egypt. They were quarrelsome, rebellious, argumentative, prone to 
breaking all of the commandments God had given them at Mt. Sinai, often unfaithful 
to their God who freed them from slavery in Egypt. In other words, they were very 
much like we are. 
 
Yet God still heard them despite their rebelliousness and unfaithfulness. He listened 
for their cries, hearing their pleas for help, as He assured Moses. Why? Not because 
they chose Him, but because He claimed them as His own people. Because He chose 
them. He promised them that He would be their God to care for them, to save them, 
to give them a land He promised to Abraham and Isaac, and to all their descendants. 
He promised them that someday in this land He would give them One would be born 
among them to take all their sins upon Himself and reconcile them to their God. And 
He is faithful, even when we are not. 
 
But Moses feared to go back to Egypt, feared to approach pharaoh and tell him what 
God wanted him to say. To Moses it seemed incredibly dangerous, a good way to get 
killed. And he was right. On his own he would not have survived the experience. But 
God assured him, “I will be with you … I will bring you up out of the affliction of 
Egypt.” And God is faithful. If we learn nothing else from this account of Moses and 
the burning bush, let us learn that. God is faithful. 
 
Lastly, God told Moses, “But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless 
compelled by a mighty hand. So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all 
the wonders that I will do in it; after that he will let you go.” We are like Israel, not 
only in this that their sins are our sins, but that they were in bondage as we are, we to 
the devil, the world, and our own flesh. Thanks be to God that He compelled them 
with His mighty hand to set us free, when He struck down His beloved Son, the Lamb 
of God, who was carrying all the weight of our sins. 
 
Dear friends, these experiences of Moses are recorded for us so that we may know the 
God who spoke to him from the burning bush, and learn, as Moses and all Israel did, 
how faithful and true He is, that what He promises, He delivers. 

+++ 
Dear fellow redeemed, you have been baptized in the name of God, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, the same God who appeared to Moses in the burning bush. He has 
promised you that He will bring you up out of this valley of sorrow that is life. He 
will free you from the things that torment and vex you, both physical and spiritual. 
He has shown you in the resurrection of His Son, our Savior, that death has no power 
over you. He will bring you to the land He promised you, not the land he brought 
Israel to, not to Canaan, but to “to the city, that has foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God,” (Hebrews 11:10) as the writer to the Hebrews says. Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Soli Deo Gloria 
 
 


