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The Fourth Sunday after Holy Trinity 2026 
The true nature of Israel’s King and His kingdom – 2 Samuel 9:1-13 

 
“And David said, ‘Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him 
kindness for Jonathan’s sake?’ Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose 
name was Ziba, and they called him to David. And the king said to him, ‘Are you 
Ziba?’ And he said, ‘I am your servant.’  And the king said, ‘Is there not still someone 
of the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of God to him?’ Ziba said to the 
king, ‘There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.’ The king said to him, 
‘Where is he?’ And Ziba said to the king, ‘He is in the house of Machir the son of 
Ammiel, at Lo-debar.’ Then King David sent and brought him from the house of Machir 
the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar. And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, 
came to David and fell on his face and paid homage. And David said, ‘Mephibosheth!’ 
And he answered, ‘Behold, I am your servant.’ And David said to him, ‘Do not fear, for 
I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to you 
all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table always.’ And he paid 
homage and said, ‘What is your servant, that you should show regard for a dead dog 
such as I?’ Then the king called Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, ‘All that belonged 
to Saul and to all his house I have given to your master’s grandson. And you and your 
sons and your servants shall till the land for him and shall bring in the produce, that 
your master’s grandson may have bread to eat. But Mephibosheth your master’s 
grandson shall always eat at my table.’ Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 
Then Ziba said to the king, ‘According to all that my lord the king commands his 
servant, so will your servant do.’ So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table, like one of the 
king’s sons. And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name was Mica. And all who 
lived in Ziba’s house became Mephibosheth’s servants. So Mephibosheth lived in 
Jerusalem, for he ate always at the king’s table. Now he was lame in both his feet.’” 
 
Grace be to you and peace from God the Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, King David’s Lord and also ours. Dear fellow redeemed in Christ: 
 
You may recall that in the sermon two weeks ago I said, “If you don’t read the Old 
Testament in the light of what God said to the serpent, ‘I will put enmity between you 
and the woman and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel,’ it will never make sense to you. The Old Testament will 
seem to be merely a collection of logically disconnected stories about Israel and the 
rules God laid down for them long ago.” At first glance the story before us looks like 
one of those ‘disconnected stories.’ But it isn’t. That is because the Old Testament 
always looks back to that first promise of God’s of love and mercy in the Garden of 
Eden and at the same time forward to the fulfillment of that promise in Christ when He 
rose from death in the garden of Gethsemane. The story before us is no different. 

I 
You remember the story of Jesus’ approach to Jerusalem in which a blind man calls out 
to Him from the crowd, “Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me.” The people near him 
tried to make him be quiet, but he kept crying out. And what was the result: Jesus, the 
son of David, had mercy on him. What gave that blind man the confidence to not only 
cry out for mercy to Jesus, but to continue despite the desire of the people around him to 
stop? It may have been the story of Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, that is before us 
today. For in this story David is clearly portrayed as a type of Christ. There were many 
in Jesus’ time who also saw the Savior foreshadowed in David and in the many other 



types of the coming promised One in the Old Testament. We should never lose sight of 
the fact that God in His mercy loved and cared for all who came before us, since He also 
gave them the pictures of the coming Christ to keep them in the true faith. 
 
There are many types of Christ in the Old Testament. Before we go on, let me explain 
what is meant when we say ‘type of Christ,’ because some may not understand the term 
rightly. A type of Christ is a technical term used in Biblical theology. It means an Old 
Testament person, event or object that prophetically foreshadows or symbolizes Jesus 
Christ. David, both before and after he became king, is a type of Christ, a shadow of the 
One – we call that the antitype - who was to come. In other words, the One to whom 
God was pointing when He gave His promise of the Seed who would crush the serpent’s 
head and free mankind from sin and death is pictured in David and in many other people 
and things in the Old Testament. It is the thread the runs through the Old Testament 
from beginning to end, leading us to the New Testament fulfillment in Christ.  
 
Mephibosheth was the grandson of King Saul. More importantly, he was Jonathan’s 
son. Jonathan was David’s great friend during the years of his persecution by Saul. By 
faith Jonathan had both managed to remain loyal to his father, King Saul, with whom he 
disagreed while at the same time trusting God in regard to the throne of Israel that God 
had promised not to him, as one might expect, but to David. Jonathan believed and 
accepted that David was God’s legitimate successor to Saul and Jonathan, the king’s 
son, was not. Yet Jonathan’s love for his friend David and trust in God’s will remained. 
Jonathan understood the true nature of kingship in Israel. 
 
Sadly, as Saul’s last surviving grandson, Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth would later be 
used by evil and ambitious people to help undermine David’s kingship and thwart the 
will of God in Absalom’s rebellion. But that is getting ahead of ourselves. 
 
By faith David managed to walk the same tightrope as Jonathan, remaining loyal to 
King Saul and yet trusting God’s promise regarding the throne. In other words, David, 
Jonathan, and, yes, Mephibosheth all understood the true nature of the kingship that 
God was preparing for His people in Israel. It was always intended by God to point to 
the One who would enter Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to the praises of God’s people as 
they shouted, “Hosanna to the son of David, blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.” We begin to see this as David asks the question of those around him, “Is there 
not still someone of the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of God to him?” 
You see, it wasn’t simply his own kindness, but God’s, that David wanted to show to 
Mephibosheth. And that kindness is entirely bound up in God’s promise to give the 
world a Savior who would crush Satan forever. 

II 
Five times the Scriptures tell us that Mephibosheth was lame. That would be strange if it 
had no significance. But it does. You see, Mephibosheth is, in a different way, also a 
type of Christ or, perhaps more accurately, a type, a foreshadowing, of the mercy that 
the Christ would extend to all. This makes a lot of sense when we consider what Isaiah 
would later say about the coming Savior and the encounters of Jesus had with the ones 
Isaiah speaks of: the lame, the deaf, the blind etc. In fact, we should note how many 
times Jesus performed miracles that made the lame walk, the deaf hear, and the blind 
see and what effect this had on each of them and on the crowds who witnessed the 
miracles. We cannot help but wonder how many of them in Jesus’ day knew the story of 
Mephibosheth and the kindness that David, the type of Christ, showed him. 
 
Today’s story illustrates the nature of the kingship God was fashioning for his people, 



not only for the people of Israel but for all those who would come after them until the 
appearance of the actual antitype, the Son of David, the true King. God was preparing 
His people’s hearts and minds to receive Him in faith. And how many of the lame, deaf, 
blind, and all those who suffer from physical and mental difficulties in the two thousand 
years since the Savior came have found in Him the same comfort and strength that 
Mephibosheth did? Untold thousands, I am sure.  
 
To finish the story of Mephibosheth, when Absalom, King David’s son rebelled - and 
we will hear more of that next Sunday - Mephibosheth didn’t abandon Jerusalem with 
David and his supporters, but stayed behind in the city. Because Mephibosheth was a 
regular member at the king’s table, David asked those with him what had happened to 
Mephibosheth. He was told that he had stayed behind in Jerusalem to take back his 
grandfather Saul’s kingship. This was slander. When David came back to Jerusalem 
after the death of Absalom, Mephibosheth came to meet him, as the Bible says, having, 
“neither taken care of his feet nor trimmed his beard nor washed his clothes, from the 
day the king departed until the day he came back in safety.” (2 Samuel 19:24) In other 
words, in David’s absence Mephibosheth was mourning the loss of the rightful king of 
Israel, David. When David learned the truth about him, he offered to return his lost 
property for having been slandered and yet remaining loyal. But Mephibosheth asked 
David only to remain at the king’s table. Dear friends in Christ, is this not a picture of 
the desire of all of Christ’s people of every era of history, simply to remain at the Lord’s 
table now and for all eternity? If David is a type of Christ – which he certainly is, then 
Mephibosheth truly is a type of a true disciple of Christ. 

+++ 
The story of Mephibosheth in the Old Testament is a minor one, but an important one. It 
shows us the nature of the kingdom of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, not only in what 
we have noted here, but also in at least one other example. In our text we heard: “And 
David said to [Mephibosheth], ‘Do not fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of 
your father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the land of Saul your father, and you 
shall eat at my table always.’ And [Mephibosheth] paid homage and said, ‘What is your 
servant, that you should show regard for a dead dog such as I?’” Do you remember the 
Canaanite woman who pleaded with Jesus to heal her demon-possessed daughter? She 
said, “‘Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by 
a demon.’ But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, 
saying, ‘Send her away, for she is crying out after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, 
help me.’ And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to 
the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done 
for you as you desire.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.” Dear friends in Christ, I 
suspect that the Canaanite woman and Mephibosheth are sitting together at the wedding 
feast of Lamb in heaven even as we speak. Amen. 
  

Soli Deo Gloria 
 


